Ball & Burlap Tree Care Sheet

Bringing Your Tree Home
· We recommend bringing a pickup truck or small trailer to transport your tree home.
Setting Up Your Tree for Christmas
· Leave the burlap and string on the root ball.
· Place your tree in a large tub big enough to contain the root ball. (We recommend a 10-gallon galvanized wash tub. Available at most hardware stores.)
· Hold the tree upright and pour a bag of play sand around the base to hold it upright and gently water the sand to settle it into place. (Use about a quart of water.)
· Keep your tree away from fire, vents, and other heat sources.
· To water the tree, keep it MOIST (not wet) We like to empty a tray of ice cubes on top of the root ball a couple times a week. If your house stays very warm and dry and your tree is staying too dry, you can pour a quart of water over the top of the root ball once a week.
After Christmas
· We recommend that your tree stay indoors no longer than 10 weeks, so after Christmas move your tree outside but into a sheltered area for at least 2 days before planting. (The drastic temperature change from inside to outside can shock the tree, that’s why it needs a couple of days outside in a safe area).
· Once your tree is outside you can wait until it’s convenient to plant your tree, as long as you make sure it gets water.
Planting your Tree
· Choose an area that does not retain water and drains well.
· Dig a hole roughly twice as large as the root ball of the tree and remove the string, leaving the burlap and pins in place.
· Place the tree upright in the hole, leaving the top of the root ball level with or slightly above the surrounding soil.
· Fill in the hole while keeping the tree upright and straight and water thoroughly to soften the soil and help the tree settle in. 
Maintaining your Tree
· Transplanted trees need at least a year of dedicated care in order to survive. Make sure your tree gets a thorough soaking every 2 weeks in dry weather.
· Feed your tree with fertilizers like Tree Spikes or Osmacote in the spring and fall.
Contact us if you have Questions!  Dawn@wildwoodchristmastreefarm.com
